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Productivity of an Australian 
mountain grassland is limited 
by temperature and dryness 
despite long growing seasons
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ÅFlux sites in the Snowy Mountains

ÅCarbon fluxes at the warmer site, Nimmo

ÅThe relationship between phenology and 
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ÅFuture directions
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Paired Site Comparison

Dargo High Plains NimmoHigh Plains

Elevation 1520 m 1340 m

Annual temperature 6.7 ̄ C 7.5 ̄ C

Annual precipitation* 1250 mm 1100 mm

Parent material Basalt Granodiorite

Soil organic content 35 % 17 %

Total soil N 3.8 g m-2 3.8 g m-2

Total soil P 3.7 g m-2 1.2 g m-2

Total phytomass

(biomass + necromass)
704 g C m-2 347 g C m-2

McHugh, I. (2016) Ph.D. dissertation, Monash University 

* Data obtained from the nearest AGBoMstation.



NimmoHigh Plains, New South Wales
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